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The importance of the blacksmith in a 
Colonial town is happily illustrated. by 
the fact that Pember Caulkins was in a 
position, both financial and social, to 
have his portrait painted by Ralph Earl, 
whose sitters were largely drawn from _ 
the professional classes and generally 
of considerable means. It is frequent 
ly hard to state the employment of our 
forbears, since each trade had a way of 
spreading out, but Pember Caulkins was 
a blacksmith and iron-monger during the 
first part of his commercial career... 


Born in 1741, the son of Thomas and Mary 
Rogers Caulkins, he was a direct des- 
cendant in the fifth generation of Hugh 
Caulkins, one of the Gloucester group. 
His father died when he was sixteen, and 
we have no evidence that he went to 
college; certainly he did not go to Yale. 
The December he was twenty-five he mar- 
ried Abigail Bliss of Norwich, who was 


thirteen years his senior, and their son os 


Ezra was born in August. Four more sons, 
John, Silas, and two Williams and two 
daughters Mary and Elizabeth (who married 
David Coit) completed the family. 


soon after his marriage, Pember bought 
from his brother Samuel for 130 pounds, 


half of his house, making it a "duplex." — 


Lhe house was on the newly opened street 


. the family portrait gallery. 


NUMBER 2 


running west from the meeting house 
(Union) through the Bolles property. 
This was only an opening wedge for Pember., 


| Before he died in 1816, he had bought and 
;, $0ld nearly all the properties bounded by 
. ,Main, Masonic, Union and Federal Streets. 


In 1776 Pember supplied tools for the 


work on Fort Trumbull to the amount of 


58 pounds, and he also sold bar iron and 
- coal. In 1778 he supplied iron and black-~ 


smithing for the ship Putnam, one of 
Nathaniel Shaw's privateers. 


Abigail died in 1777, and Pember then 
married Joanna Burnham, widow of Joseph 
Perkins of Lisbon, who had four sons; 
Joseph, Benjamin, Elijah and Elias (twins) 
roughly’ the age of Pember's own children. 


It is this connection with Elias Perkins, 


who married Lucretia Shaw Woodbridge that 
brings Pember into the Shaw fold, and into 
Joanna died 
in 1811 and Pember married in 1813 Mrs. 


_. Abigail McCall of Bozrah who died nine 


months later. 


In January of 1781 and for several years, 


. Pember ran a tavern and seems incidental- 


ly to have run a livery stable, a ship 
chandlery, a sail loft and a cooperage. 
The real estate business went on well, 

and he held mortgages. on a sizeable amount 


of property. In 1812 Pember had a fire 
on his place which necessitated repairs 
to the house, store and barn (and neces- 
sary house) amounting to three hundred 
and eighty dollars. 


On May 7, 1816, Pember died very sudden—- 
ly, leaving an estate of $17,751.13, and 
a will which provided, among other things, 
college educations for his two Coit grand- 
sons. 


REPORT OF PROGRESS 
ON CAULKINS PORTRAIT FUND 


Forty members of the Society have con- 
tributed $453 to the Pember Caulkins 
portrait fund since the first of Feb- 
ruary. These gifts have been accompan~ 
ied in many instances by letters indi- 
cating enthusiasm for the eddcition of 
another Earl portrait, and interest in 
the portrait of a member of tne Caulkins 
family. One Boston subscriber sent his 
gift in remembrance of a tour of the 
Indian country between here and Norwich 
given him some years ago by a former 
Society president. 


A few have asked why the Society wishes 

to rival the "art galleries" in New Lon- 
don, We can only reply to these inquirers 
that we believe it is important for the 
Society to own and display this portrait 


of an 18th century New London citizen whose. 


solid worth is described elsewhere in this 
bulletin. The fact that he was a member 
by marriage of the Shaw family makes the 
acquisition of this portrait desirable for 
genealogical reasons. And the authentic 
signature of Raipn Earl means one more 
portrait in the Society's collection by an 
artist whose work challenges comperison 
with the best painting by his contempor- 
aries either here or in England. 


Few know that Earl spent much of his life 


in Connecticut, and that he was buried in 
South Coventry in 1801. An easel on his 
gravestone is a graceful memorial to the 
artist and the man. 


The campaign for the balance of $2,000 
for the Pember Caulkins portrait will 
continue. -We feel that success must 
crown our efforts to secure a picture 


‘toration of the gardens. 


that unquestionably deserves its place 
in the Shaw Mansion's noted portrait 
collection. Please sand your contribu- 
tion to the Caulkins Portrait Fund, in 
care of the Society. 


Some of the largest gifts have come from 
donors who have expressed regret that the 
many demands made on them have prevented 
them from giving more. Your willingness 
to give, no matter how small the sun, 
will mark another step toward the real- 
ization of our goal. 


AN INVITATION TO ALL SOCIETY MEMBERS 


Rosemary's for remembrance, so pin a 
sprig on the space in your calendar mark- 
ed Wednestay, Jime end. 


You are cordially invited to an Open House 
at the Shaw Marsion on that afternoon to 
enjoy coffee and a small flower show. 

Join the members of the New London Garden 
Club and inspect the progress of the res- 
The rooms on 

the first floor of the Mansion will be 
filled with flower arrangements by mem- 
bers of the Garden Club for your further 
enjoyment. 


Many will remember that in the spring of 
1947 a committee of New London Garden 
Club members began to plan the restora- 
tion of the gardens, and called in Mr. 
Christopher Tunnard of the Yale School 
of Landscape Architecture to draw plans 
for the garden as it might have been 
during the early years of the Mansion. 
Since then, flower shows and lectures 
have been presented to carry on the work, 
and interested persons have given shrubs, 


plants and garden ornaments as memorials. 


Mrs. Elmer H. Spaulding gave the new floor 
for the gazebo in memory of her late hus- 
band, a past president of the New London 
County Historical Society. Interest in 
the project has grown throughout the com 
minity. Hundreds of flowering bulbs have 
been plantec in the parterre beds, and 

abe eacn spring annuals are set out to 
provide a succession of blooms through the 
season. . 


“A pleasant afternoon is planned for all 


who come to the Open House on June 2iid. 
The house and garden will be open from 
2 until 5 o'clock, and coffee will be 
served at 3:30. 
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“(TREE PROGRAM UNDERWAY | 


The task of removing the ash tree on © 
Perkins Green and the tall elm inside 

the fence has been assigned to a New | 
London County tree surgeon who has com 
menced the work of levelling these aged 
and blighted trees. Sentiment is over- 
weighed by the thought of possible damage 
to property from falling branches during 
the high winds that blow around the water— 
front throughout the year. 


LEAGUE MEETING IN WILTON 
SATURDAY, May 8th = 


A particularly interesting program will 
be presented at the annual meeting of the 
Connecticut League on May 8th when the 


Wilton Historical Society will act as host. 


It is our guess that few are familiar with 
this town near Norwalk (and New Canaan, 
where the League met in October). . Direc- 
tions indicate that the Congregational — 
Church where the meeting will be held can 
be seen from the intersection of Routes 7 
and 33 in the center of Wilton. As for 
the rest of the trip, once you are on the 
Merritt Parkway it's just a. matter of 
reading signs. 


The program for this meeting has been 
divided so that both the morning and the 
afternoon sessions will contain material 
on work with children as well as work on 
local history. Mr. Rawson Haddon, Direc- 
tor of Waterbury's Mattatuck Historical 
Society, will speak on Junior Historical 
Societies in other states. (Mr. Haddon 
is a splendid speaker.) A film "Colonial 
history comes to life," will be shown, 
and there will be an exhibition and demon— 
stration of colonial crafts. 


These League meetings are getting better 
and better. We all recognize that trans- 
portation, or lack of it, provides a major 
obstacle to attendance. Let's share our 
cars as generously as we can so that no 
one who really wants to go to Wilton need 
be disappointed. Registration.is .scheduled 
for 10:15. Better ailow three hours en 
route, 


P.S. The League will meet at New London: in 
October. We're trying to line up a 
top-flight speaker, 


NEW LONDON COUNTY CHILDREN'S MUSEUM 
_ FINDS PERMANENT, HOME. .. 


A home has finally been secured by the New 


London County Children's Museum which has 
been searching diligently for a place for 
several years. , 


The first floor of the Strickland house at 


168 Mohegan Avenue, New London, which was 
left to Connecticut College last year, has 
been offered by Dr. Rosemary Park on a 
rental basis. It is hoped that alterations 
may be completed soon so that the museum 
may start to function actively. 


A group of experienced and enthusiastic 
workers” are filling key positions on the 
several committees. A permanent director 
has not yet been engaged. Dr. Edgar Mayhew 
of the college art department has been 
elected president. 


The Society is particularly interested in 
this happy result of so much patient ef- 
fort. The Children's Museum.can perform 
certain tasks which are outside the program 
at the Shaw Mansion. It is quite possible 
that a cooperative arrangement can be 
worked out whereby certain of the Society's 
exhibits may be displayed on a loan basis 
in the Museum's rooms. Their work may be 
regarded as a sort of junior branch of our 
adult research program. We hope it will 
provide the spur for those youngsters who 
may one day perform real service for us. 


IN MEMORIAM 


Mrs. Ernest RE. Rogers 
Miss Marion E, Tew 
Mr. Roswell B. Clark 


Mr. Clark's faithful attendance and delight- 
ful friendliness embodied the ideals of 
Society membership. 


Miss Tew's sound and patient genealogical 
research has left a memorial of lasting 
value. 


Mrs. Rogers! many years of service and 
devotion to the Society's best interests 
were irreplaceable. All who knew her, even 
slightly, realized that she was "of and 
untirable and continuate goodness." 


| has been : 


PLANS ANNOUNCED FOR MYSTIC'S 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 


The week of 10-17 July is scheduled for 


i: ssthe gala program Mystic is arranging to 


celebrate. the 200th Anniversary of its 
founding. : 


On Sunday.11 July, a dedication servicé 
for all faiths will be held outdoors to 
honor the men and women who have contri- 
buted to Mystic's life. Other events will 
include.a giant parade centering about 
"the Mystic story" and the maritime his- 
tory that has given this quiet town much 
of its fame. Fireworks, whaleboat races, 
clambakes, a garden club tour, a symphony 
concert, yacht races, block dancing -- 

all these will ccntribute to the festivi- 
ties.. Rumor has it thet Byron Hatfield 
Sommi. ss joned. 
presentation that will deriot the negeant 
of Americsn history as it has affecced 
the Mystic area. 


There is room for all at Mystic during 

the summer months. Mark your calendar 
-now so that you will not miss these color- 
ful anniversary events. 


A NEW PLACE TO VISIT 

Have you discovered the Submarine Library 
at the Elec tric Boat Company in Groton? 
Here you will find an interesting display 
of submarine memorabilia and books. 
itors are welcome Monday through Friday 


from 8:30 to 5. The Library. is located at 
the company's North Gate. 


From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
11 Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 
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A WORD OF THANKS TO THE CIVIC MINDED 


The veterans groups whose efforts have 
resulted in the cleaning and restoration 
program on the Soldiers and Sailors monu- 
ment in lower State Street are to be con- 
gratulated. Here is an example of concert- 
ed'civic effort that is producing marked 
improvements’ \ where they are nena 


The monument, as you know,has isd steam 
cleaned and now presents a completely new 
look. The veterans plan to discuss other 
repairs and improvements in this area with 
the city manager. 


Such an effort suggests other local areas 
that remind us daily of the need for re- 
medial action. The Custom House on Bank 
cleaning. The Ancient iurial 


, : % , vi t sty faat | anti. 
40 wrenare a chore’ _ one.of New London's proudest land 


maxis, needs an energetic anc continuing 
program of restoration. 


The Lucretia 
D.A.R., is giving thought to 
The Society pledges wietever 
can render to this and simi- 


Shaw Chapter, 
this problem, ° 
assistance it 
lar projects. 


JUST A REMINDER 


The Society's phone number is: 
GIbson 3~1209 

The Mansion is open daily except Sunday 
from 1 to 4 


Gustedians in residence: 
Sidney Holmes. 


Mr. and Mrs. 
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